BNL Cold Stress Occupational Exposure Limits

Although the low temperatures in the ACGIH TLV Work/Warm-up Schedule for Four-hour Shift are not plausible at BNL, based on recorded historic low temperatures, the following table is a requirement if an extreme cold period were to occur:


Note:  Applies to any 4-hour work period of: 

· Moderate-to-heavy work with warm-up periods of ten minutes in a warm location and with an extended break (e.g., lunch) at the end of the 4-hour work period in a warm location. 

· Light-to-moderate work (limited physical movement) -- apply the schedule one step lower. For example, at -35ºC (-30ºF) with no noticeable wind (Step 4), a worker at a job with little physical movement should have a maximum work period of 40 minutes with 4 breaks in a 4-hour period (Step 5).

· Applies only for workers in dry clothing.
Source:  ACGIH TLV 2005.
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