Checklist for Identifying Issues/Decisions 

That May Require Community Involvement

Issue/Decision: 

Short description of issue/decision:

Name of level I,II or project manager:

Department/Division/Office:

Extension:

E-mail:

Building: 

In answering the questions below, please consider all audiences who may be interested or affected, including internal and external groups. Examples of potentially interested audiences include: neighboring communities, community organizations, special interest groups, educational organizations, business organizations, regulatory agencies, Laboratory employees, Laboratory partners and clients, and Laboratory retirees.

If you have checked “Yes” or "Maybe" for any of the questions listed below, then community involvement may be needed for this issue. Send this completed Checklist to the Manager of Community Involvement. The issue will be addressed jointly by the program(s) that own the issue and the Community Involvement Office. If you have answered "No" to all of the questions listed below, then send the completed Checklist to the Manager of Community Involvement for concurrence and record retention.

Yes      No    Maybe


1. Is community involvement required by law or agreement (e.g., Comprehensive Environmental Restoration, Compensation, and Liability Act, Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, National Environmental Policy Act)?

2. As a result of this issue/decision, could safety or health risks be introduced into the workplace that are different from or exceed those usually encountered by BNL workers; could public exposures to radiation or hazardous materials increase; or could hazardous or radioactive substances be released to the environment (air, water, groundwater, or soil)? 


3. Could the issue/decision affect sensitive components of the ecological system on or off the Laboratory's site (e.g., encroachment on sensitive ecological areas by construction, disturbance of a habitat of a protected species, damage to wetlands, etc.)?

4. Could the issue/decision affect the quality of life issues important to members of the community. Quality of life issues have included: access to the buffer zone for equestrian activities, access to the Peconic River for recreational fishing, access to BNL for concerts and similar cultural activities, access to walking and running routes for employee exercise, the visual esthetics of the region, or noise levels in the nearby community, waste streams, increased traffic, light pollution)?


5. Could the issue/decision result in redirection of funds that will reduce, eliminate, or delay funding for programs that are sensitive or important to any segment of the community as defined above (e.g., money for research being redirected to a cleanup program)? 

6. Could or will the issue or activity be controversial?  Are or will there be advocates within the community of one outcome versus another?

7. Could the issue/decision impact one or more values, needs, concerns, priorities, or interests within the community?  Does it imply a choice of one priority over another?

8. Could the issue/decision set a precedent for future projects, programs, or activities (e.g., establish a planning assumption, set a default clean-up level, or establish a “standard” practice or procedure) or contradict precedents already set by previous programmatic decisions? 
9. Will involving the community in making this decision result in a better solution for the Laboratory?

I have completed the Checklist for Identifying Issues /Decisions That May Require Community Involvement and have determined that this issue does not need community involvement.

I have completed the Checklist for Identifying Issues /Decisions That May Require Community Involvement and have determined that this issue may need community involvement.

Signature _____________________________

Return this form to K. Geiger, Community Involvement Office, Bldg. 134.
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