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Introduction 

  
1. Following BNL Traffic Regulations Park in appropriate areas.  

Do safety check.  
Wear seat belts.  
Keep doors closed.  
Follow speed limit.  
Give right-of-way to emergency vehicles.  
Follow crosswalk rules.  
Ensure driver’s license, vehicle inspection, 
and insurance are current.  
Dial 911 or 2222 (from a cell phone, 631-344-
2222) in emergencies.  

2. Issuing Traffic Citations Send operator’s Department Chair/Division 
Manager a copy of the citation.  
Schedule an appeal, if appropriate.  
Communicate to BNL staff and non-BNL staff 
the importance of safety.  

3. Following BNL Bicycling Regulations Follow New York State traffic laws while riding 
a bicycle.  

Exhibits
None

Forms
None
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a g equ e e ts a d epo t g Ob gat o s
This subject area does not contain training requirements. 

This subject area does not contain reporting obligations. 

References 
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) Bicycle Helmet Standard 

Hazardous Waste Management Subject Area  

Investigation of Incidents, Accidents, and Injuries Subject Area 

Standard Practice Instruction (SPI) 5-05 Government Vehicles 

Transfer of Hazardous Materials Onsite Subject Area 

Transfer of Radioactive Materials Onsite Subject Area 

Working With Chemicals Subject Area 

Standards of Performance 
All staff and guests shall comply with applicable Laboratory policies, standards, and 
procedures, unless a formal variance is obtained.  

All staff and guests shall promptly report accidents, injuries, ES&H deficiencies, 
emergencies, and off-normal events in accordance with procedures.  

Management System 
This subject area belongs to the Worker Safety and Health management system. 

Back to Top 

The only official copy of this file is the one online in SBMS. Before using a printed copy, verify that it is the most current 
version by checking the document effective date on the BNL SBMS website. 
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This subject area describes the procedures for following BNL traffic regulations on-site. The 
Safeguards & Security Division manages the enforcement of the New York State Vehicle and 
Traffic Laws at BNL. All New York State driving rules and regulations are enforced. 

The Staff Services Division manages and maintains the fleet of government motor vehicles at 
BNL. See Standard Practice Instruction (SPI) 5-05 Government Vehicles for more 
information. 

BNL staff and non-BNL staff must follow the regulations for driving privately owned or 
government vehicles on-site and for riding privately owned or Laboratory-owned bicycles on-
site. Failure to follow regulations may result in a citation being issued for a traffic violation 
and disciplinary action. 
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Introduction: Traffic Safety 
Effective Date: August 2004
Point of Contact: Traffic Safety Committee Chair 
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Applicability 
This information applies to all BNL and non-BNL staff driving private and government 
vehicles on-site. All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs), trailer bikes, and any unregistered motorized 
private vehicles must not be driven on-site. This requirement does not apply to law 
enforcement agencies. 

Required Procedure 
The Safeguards & Security Division manages the enforcement of the New York State Vehicle 
and Traffic Laws at BNL. All New York State driving rules and regulations are enforced. To 
drive on-site all drivers must have a valid operator's license. Non-residents or visitors from 
another country who have a valid operator's license may legally drive in New York State. If 
you become a resident of New York State, you have thirty days after establishing residency 
to apply for a New York State driver’s license.  

For additional information on requirements for transporting radioactive and hazardous 
materials, animals, and chemicals see the following subject areas: Working With Chemicals, 
Hazardous Waste Management, Transfer of Hazardous Materials Onsite, and Transfer of 
Radioactive Materials Onsite Subject Area. Contact your supervisor or host for additional 
guidance or assistance. 

All BNL and non-BNL staff must follow the regulations below. Failure to follow them may 
result in a citation being issued for a traffic violation and disciplinary action. See the section 
Issuing Traffic Citations for more information. 

Subject Area: Traffic Safety 

1. Following BNL Traffic Regulations 
Effective Date: August 2004 
Point of Contact: Traffic Safety Committee Chair 

Step 1 Park on-site only on paved or stone covered areas and only where it does 
not interfere with the flow of traffic or with the movement of emergency 
vehicles.  

Parking is specifically prohibited 
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In designated no parking zones, which are identified by yellow markings 
or signs;  
On the wrong side of the street;  
In handicapped spaces unless the appropriate permit is displayed. 
Note: Staff who have a documented illness with the Occupational 
Medicine Clinic may be eligible to reserve a temporary handicap 
parking card to use only on-site;  
In fire lanes;  
Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant;  
On the grass except near the gazebo, softball fields during athletic 
events, and Building 30 on special occasions;  
In excess of an allotted time limit identified by white markings or signs.  

Step 2 Drivers of government vehicles must ensure that a general safety check of 
the following equipment is done before operating the vehicle: 

Horn;  
Headlights;  
Turn signals;  
Wipers  
Foot brake;  
Parking brake;  
Clutch/Gearshift/Directional Controls;  
Engine noise;  
Dash gauges;  
Steering;  
Tires;  
Fluids (fuel, oil, coolant);  
Fluid leaks.  

If a maintenance problem or unsafe condition exists, report it immediately to 
the Motor Vehicle Maintenance Supervisor. 

Step 3 All drivers and passengers of government and private vehicles must wear 
seatbelts. 

Never ride in or on truck bodies except when occupying seats that are 
standard operating equipment installed by the manufacturer. 

Step 4 Keep all doors on vehicles closed while transporting staff or equipment on- or 
off-site. 

Step vans can operate with the doors open. 

The vehicle operator must ensure that the door latch is operational, and 
that the door is latched and locked open.  
While the wheels are turning, all occupants must have their seat belts 
fastened.  
The van’s contents must be secured.  

Step 5 Follow the Laboratory speed limit, which is a maximum of 30 miles per hour, 
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References 
Hazardous Waste Management Subject Area  

Investigation of Incidents, Accidents, and Injuries Subject Area 

Transfer of Hazardous Materials Onsite Subject Area 

Transfer of Radioactive Materials Onsite Subject Area

except where otherwise posted. Do not drive a vehicle at a speed greater 
than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions and regard actual and 
potential hazards. 

If it becomes necessary to drive on the undeveloped roads and firebreaks 
throughout site, drive at reduced speeds and in a vehicle capable of 
negotiating the terrain. 

Step 6 Vehicles that by design move slowly (25 mph or less) will display a slow-
moving vehicle emblem (a flourescent yellow-orange triangle with a dark-red 
reflective border). Extend the same courtesy to them as given to pedestrians 
and bicyclists.

Step 7 Fire apparatus, police vehicles, ambulances, and utility emergency vehicles 
displaying flashing red lights and using sirens have the right-of-way on-site.  

Move to the side of the road and stop when such emergency vehicles 
approach. Approach service vehicles displaying flashing yellow lights with 
caution. 

Step 8 Stop for a pedestrian who enters a crosswalk, no matter on which side of the 
street the pedestrian enters. Other important crosswalk rules of etiquette that 
are based on respect for others are the following: 

Pedestrians should not suddenly walk or run into a crosswalk, into the 
path of a vehicle that is so close that the driver may not be able to yield; 
Where traffic lights and pedestrian-illuminated crossing signs are 
operating, pedestrians should follow the indications of the lights;  
When a vehicle stops at a marked crosswalk or at any unmarked 
crosswalk at an intersection to permit a pedestrian to cross the road, 
the driver behind may not overtake and pass the stopped vehicle.  

Step 9 Ensure your driver’s license, vehicle inspection, and insurance are current. 
States that do not require insurance for their motor vehicles are exempt from 
having to provide proof. Safeguards & Security maintains a list of these 
states for verification.

Step 10 Contact Safeguards & Security and Fire/Rescue in the event of an incident, 
accident, or injury on extension 911 or 2222 (from a cell phone, 631-344-
2222). Refer to the Investigation of Incidents, Accidents, and Injuries Subject 
Area for more information.
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Transfer of Radioactive Materials Onsite Subject Area

Working With Chemicals Subject Area 
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Applicability 
This information applies to all BNL and non-BNL staff driving private and government 
vehicles on-site. All Terrain Vehicles (ATVs), trailer bikes, and any unregistered motorized 
private vehicles must not be driven on-site. This requirement does not apply to law 
enforcement agencies. 

Required Procedure 
Citations are issued to drivers who do not comply with New York State Vehicle and Traffic 
Laws. Supervisors or Hosts are required to communicate the importance of safety to their 
BNL or non-BNL staff members who receive a citation. Individuals issued a citation can 
request to have their case heard by the Traffic Safety Appeal Committee.  

Subject Area: Traffic Safety 

2. Issuing Traffic Citations 
Effective Date: August 2004
Point of Contact: Traffic Safety Committee Chair 

Step 1 The Safeguards & Security Division sends the operator's Department 
Chair/Division Manager a copy of the citation and a notice for the 
Department/Division to acknowledge that they have communicated to their BNL 
or non-BNL staff member who received the citation the importance of safety. 

Step 2 Safeguards & Security holds the ticket open for 30 days to allow an appropriate 
period for an appeal. Schedule an appeal by contacting Safeguards & Security on 
extension 2239. 

Step 3 Supervisors or Hosts must communicate to their BNL or non-BNL staff member 
who receive a citation the importance of safety requirements. If necessary 
appropriate disciplinary action will be taken. 

All vehicle violations will be treated as a safety violation and may possibly result 
in progressive disciplinary action, including such measures as verbal and written 
warnings, suspensions, loss of salary, loss of driving privileges, and termination 
of employment or appointment. 
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Step 4 The Department Chair/Division Manager completes the notice to acknowledge the 
communication with their BNL or non-BNL staff member and to record the action 
taken. Return the notice to Safeguards & Security. 
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Applicability 
This information applies to BNL staff and non-BNL staff riding their own bicycle or a 
Laboratory-owned bicycle on-site. 

Required Procedure 
All BNL and non-BNL staff must follow the New York State driving regulations when riding a 
bicycle on-site. Failure to follow them may result in a citation being issued for a traffic 
violation and disciplinary action. See the section Issuing Traffic Citations for more 
information. 

Subject Area: Traffic Safety 

3. Following BNL Bicycling Regulations 
Effective Date: August 2004
Point of Contact: Traffic Safety Committee Chair 

Step 1 Bicyclists must follow the New York State traffic laws while riding a bicycle: 

Wear a bicycle helmet: it is Laboratoy policy for all cyclists on-site. The 
bicycle helmet must conform to the Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) Bicycle Helmet Standard. Note: All helmets issued off-the-shelf 
from Property & Procurement Management conform to this standard. Only 
staff who ride Laboratory-owned bicycles are issued these helmets. Staff 
riding their own bicycles must purchase their own helmets.  
Ride in the same direction as the flow of traffic; keep right where practicable 
to allow vehicles to pass.  
Ride in a straight line and single file.  
Stop at stop signs and red lights.  
Use a light, reflectors, and reflective clothing during darkness.  
Wear bright clothing during the daytime.  
Ride to the right if you are moving slower than other traffic, unless you are 
turning left, passing another bicycle or vehicle, or avoiding hazards.  
Keep a safe distance from parked cars.  
Use proper hand signals when turning, stopping, or changing lanes.  
Use extra caution when it is raining, and allow extra time to stop.  
Cross railroad tracks at a right angle to the tracks.
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References 
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) Bicycle Helmet Standard. 
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Cross railroad tracks at a right angle to the tracks. 
Walk your bike when using a crosswalk.  
Do not wear headphones on both ears while riding.  
Keep your bike properly maintained so it is safe.  
Do not drink and ride.  
Ride defensively.  
Be alert for road hazards.  
Watch for cars at cross streets and driveways.  
Obey all traffic signals.  
Be aware of parked cars and watch for car doors that may open.  
Give pedestrians the right-of-way.  
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Definitions: Traffic Safety 
Effective Date: August 2004 
Point of Contact: Traffic Safety Committee Chair 
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Revision History of this Subject Area 
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Revision History: Traffic Safety 
Point of Contact: Traffic Safety Committee Chair 

Date Description Management 
System

August 2004 This subject area describes the procedures for 
BNL traffic regulations. 

BNL staff and non-BNL staff must follow the 
regulations for driving privately owned or 
government vehicles on-site and for riding 
privately owned or Laboratory-owned bicycles 
on-site. Failure to follow regulations may result 
in a citation being issued for a traffic violation 
and disciplinary action. 

The driver for this subject area is DOE Order 
440.1A, CRD – “Worker Protection Management 
for DOE Contractor Employees.” This subject 
area replaces ES&H Standard 1.9.0, Traffic 
Safety. 

Worker Safety 
and Health
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